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chose of their national destiny within the territories of Czecho-
slovakia. They had their own press, as many periodical and daily
journals as there were Hungarian editors who cared to print them
and keep themselves financially solvent. Now and then through the
sheer stupidity of an official they were denied a school which
they should have had. But these instances were exceptional;
Hungarians themselves admitted as much. Their representatives
could address Parliament in their own language. They could hold
public office, though because of their refusal to co-operate
politically in the early years of the Republic and the mistrust that
this behaviour had aroused, they had not achieved proportionate
representation in governmental institutions. Thomas Masaryk,
then President of the Republic, had contributed one million crowns
towards founding a Hungarian Cultural Society in Czechoslovakia,
a much larger sum than he had given to the Slovak Matitsa in
Turcansky Svatymartin. In 1937 at Komarno on the Danube,
then part of Czechoslovakia, a statue was unveiled to Jokay, an
eminent Hungarian novelist, and Milam Hodja, then Prime
Minister, had made a generous contribution to the project and on
the day of the unveiling had journeyed to Komarno to deliver in
the Hungarian language an address in praise of Jokay and
Hungarian culture!

There is no need to examine further the treatment of minorities
outside of Czechoslovakia. The floggings of Nationalist Ukranians
in Poland and the demolition of Russian churches there are events
of too recent occurrence to need full elaboration here, and testify
clearly to Poland's frequent excursions into brutality as a method
of disciplining zealous champions of nationalist rights, which at
the Peace Conference she had vowed to honour.

In the last analysis there is no comparison between the treatment .
of minorities in Czechoslovakia and in other countries of Central
Europe.

In spite of errors and misdeeds, the Czechoslovak policy of
liberalism was something new and bright with promise in that age-
old cauldron of inter-racial quarrels and wars. I have already
written at length of the far-flung school system Czechoslovakia
had opened for minority groups. Equally important was the chain
of libraries she had sponsored for them. Any minority might use
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